small as is the likelihood of the Bill being reached, it may be as well to urge that, whatever be done, the main object of undertaking legislation, the main excuse for introducing a Bill at all, namely, the protection of the poor from the evils associated with the employment of ignorant midwives, should not be overlooked.
The days of class legislation are past and gone, and just as no opposition to the Bill on the ground of its interfering with the interests of the medical profession is likely to be listened to for a moment, so it is to be hoped that no attempt to turn the Bill into one for improving the status of the midwives will receive the slightest support. What, then, is the proper relation of the medical pro-
